
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                               October 14, 2018 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 488 (The God of Abraham Praise) 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, I have learned from the society in which I grew 
up that vitality is something acquired by activity.  The busier I am, 
the more alive I am supposed to feel.  My experience has not 
validated this understanding: the busier I get the more tired or 
weary I become.  When I become drained by what I am doing I 
change to a different activity, but I find that eventually the 
weariness returns.  I have a difficult time grasping that much of 
my activity is also a form of avoidance.  I keep busy in part as a 
way to distance myself from elements of my own interior life—
feelings and thoughts that are troublesome, and also things from 
my past which have not been assimilated and integrated.  I do not 
pay much attention to this distancing, and never consider that it 
might be taking a toll on me.  Instead, I take the validity of my 
busyness at face value.  However, I believe the avoidance wearies 
me more than the activity, and I am wondering if my being as 
active as I am is not mostly about avoidance. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 10:17-31 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 344 (Christ of the Upward Way) 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 345 (Dear Lord and Father of Mankind) 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for October 21, 2018 
Job 38:1-7 (34-41); Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c; 

Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45; 
 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Bring some food to share 
and plan to stay. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 If you wish to donate money to aid in the recovery efforts for 
those effected by the hurricanes, you may do so by making a 
check out to this church and marking the memo for these relief 
efforts. 
 Information from the California Council of Churches on the 
November 6th ballot propositions is on the table in the coffee 
room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jenny Goldgur and Richard Egan. 
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Ordinary Time Following Pentecost 
 Life is draining for most of us, or even wearying. There is too 
much stuff that fills any one of our days, and we rarely have any 
control over the quantity, quality and volume of what comes at us. 
And, it comes at us day after day. We tend to ascribe our weariness 
to this onslaught from the objective world. What we do not usually 
notice is that the assault of the objective world is not the only 
contributing factor accounting for the exhaustion which settles 
upon us. 
 In addition to what assaults us from the outside, there is an array 
of assaults that impinge on us from within. We have internalized 
images and concepts as to the person we should be, and there is 
pressure on us to comply with them. We have absorbed standards 
regarding what we may feel and think which we use to stifle any 
feelings and thoughts which are discouraged or forbidden. There 
are unhealed wounds and unresolved conflicts from our past that 
we strive to keep out of our awareness, an effort which drains our 
energy. These internal tensions and struggles are either on the edge 
of our awareness or are completely out of our awareness, so we are 
rarely aware of the stress they add to the assaults from the external 
world. I find that the internal stressors are more debilitating than 
those that are external, and the internal ones exacerbate the impact 
of what come at me from the outside. 
 When the exhaustion that comes from dealing with these 
stressors registers, we generally make changes in the way we 
engage the external world, reducing old activities or exchanging old 
ones for new ones. What we leave out is attending to the internal 
issues. This is understandable since the internal ones can be 
difficult, especially those that are not all that conscious. So, God 
carries the weight of disclosing to us those internal issues which 
deplete us. God brings them to our awareness where we can slowly 
approach them, and they can be unpacked. This unpacking of our 
interior life diminishes the internal assaults that both deplete us and 
make coping with the external world so difficult. This unpacking is 
brought to us by God perpetually. It also brings us vitality, the 
capacity to feel and think and therefore to live, grow and develop. 

[Jim Robie, 10-12-18] 
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Ordinary Time – 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
(Mark 10:17-34) 

 We need to know that this text has nothing to do with money or 
what we objectively possess that has monetary value. The word 
“money” does not appear in the Greek but has been added to the 
English translation. The word translated as “wealth” is a Greek 
word meaning “something useful or needed.” The word translated 
as “possessions” is a Greek word meaning “an acquirement,” 
referring to an idea, understanding or conclusion which we 
acquired, or to something like a reputation, standing or status 
which we have acquired. The Greek word translated into English as 
both “own” and “have” is the verb “to hold,” and refers to the act 
of holding onto something. Taking these meanings into account, 
our “wealth” refers to those ideas, concepts, images and/or 
understandings onto which we hold because they are needed to 
communicate to ourselves who we are, i.e. our identity; it is what 
we hold onto and refer to so as to keep our sense of self solid. In 
this sense, our wealth will in part be something we inherited as 
from our family of origin or society, as well as developed or 
concluded on our own. The content of our wealth might be positive 
and inflationary, or negative and demeaning, or a mixture.  
 The text concerns a man who has acquired many ideas or images 
about himself onto which he holds because they tell him who he is, 
and who believes he has achieved them. However, he seems to 
have awakened to the reality that something is missing in his life, 
and he is searching for it. He calls what he is seeking “eternal life.” 
The Greek words translated into English as “eternal life” are words 
meaning “perpetual” and “life” (life in the sense of possessing 
vitality). Perpetual means “steadiness and duration over time,” and 
vitality means the capacity to feel and think and therefore to live, 
grow and develop. Eternal life is living, growing and developing 
steadily over time. The man realizes that even though he has 
realized the images he holds as to who he is, his life lacks vitality. 

Mostly we spend our lives striving to achieve and then maintain 
the ideas and images which tell us who we are. These efforts are 
the mental, emotional and structural routines we follow each day. 
In the process of living like this, eternal life, living, growing and 

developing steadily over time, erodes and gets lost. Because we are 
so attached to these routines, eternal life is not something we can 
effectively produce by our own effort. We hold onto the familiar 
experience we have of ourselves, and the patterns that maintain it. 
We might change these up a bit, but the way we do so ultimately 
works to sustain the ideas and images with which we began. God’s 
interest is more expansive. God works to connect us to what is 
normally kept out of our familiar experience and awareness. The 
way God grows us over time is like this: unfamiliar or unknown and 
often not-harmonious thoughts, feelings and perceptions capture 
our attention, often when we are attending to other things; old 
wounds that we like to forget come back and impact us and ask to 
be included in our experience; fears that drive us surface in our 
awareness wanting us to think about them; longings that are not 
attended to come to mind seeking our attention. In these and other 
ways God constantly expands our awareness and increases our 
experience of ourselves, thereby perpetually creating the 
experience of vitality. 

The man in the text wants these intense experiences, so Jesus 
tells him to follow the Jewish Law. The man says he always has, and 
he still does not have the vitality he is seeking. So, Jesus tells him to 
sell what he owns, give to the poor, and follow him. We tend to 
apply this outwardly, and by doing so miss what is being said here. 
Repeating what was stated earlier, the word “own” is the primary 
verb “to hold” and refers to holding on to something. Jesus asks the 
man to let go of the ideas and images onto which he holds, those 
things which he uses to tell himself who he is, and which also define 
him and limit his idea about what is possible and/or appropriate for 
him. Instead of giving time and attention to these familiar things, 
Jesus is telling him to give his time and attention to what is poor 
(the word poor refers to what goes begging for attention). What we 
hold onto is what we are rich in; it is our wealth and riches. If we let 
go of what we hold onto and give time and attention to the 
unfamiliar thoughts, feelings and perceptions God brings to us and 
which normally go begging, intense experiences will perpetually 
come to us, and the capacity to live, grow and develop will be steady 
and will endure. 



It is important to grasp that this is not something any of us can 
accomplish on our own. We hold tenaciously to the ideas and 
images which tell us who we are. These things form our identity, 
our sense of self, and are useful to us, even essential to us. Jesus 
asks the man to let go of them or to hold onto them less firmly, 
which is something that is impossible. He does so to help the man 
see that he cannot have the intensity he seeks by continuing to 
focus on, refine or amplify the identity he has acquired. No one can 
enter the kingdom of God (the way of life where we are led by God) 
when they hold onto what they think is useful or necessary to tell 
them who they are. It is impossible, like a camel trying to go 
through the eye of a needle. When the disciples ask who can be 
delivered from this, Jesus answers that it is impossible for us, but 
not for God; with God all things are possible. 

The reality we face is that we will maintain our hold on what we 
believe we need and think of as useful to help us maintain our 
identity. Holding on in this way is what we do as humans. It is 
possible, however, to notice that we do this. Noticing, will, in a 
paradoxical way, create room around what we hold to. God will 
carry the weight of bringing to us the unfamiliar things we cannot 
perceive yet need to perceive in order for there to be vitality in our 
life.  These will be easier to notice if we can accept that we are stuck 
in an identity. We will turn aside from what is brought to us, and as 
we do so we will discover that it returns and eventually endures, 
and over time we are brought to pay attention to things we would 
not normally notice. This is God unfolding life, causing us to live, 
grow and develop, and in the process giving us eternal life, 
perpetual vitality. Receiving life in this way causes us to let go of 
things we hold onto by allowing us to see through them or below 
them, so they become less attractive and satisfying. Whatever is let 
go of will be replaced by other things which more accurately reflect 
our life, and we will hold onto these more adequate 
understandings because they simply are more useful. In this way 
our capacity to live, grow and develop perpetually expands and 
increases. 

What comes with living this way is persecution. The Greek word 
means “persecution,” and comes from a root “to pursue.” The 

same meaning and root are found in English. The word persecute 
means: “to oppress or harass with ill-treatment…; to annoy 
persistently; bother.” There is something about us or within us that 
needs for life to remain familiar, even if what is familiar does not 
work all that well for us. The need for familiarity is sufficient that we 
will be annoyed and bothered when we listen for and listen to 
anything not familiar.  

This is a way of living where the emphasis is placed not on 
maintaining our customary identity, but on cultivating awareness 
and attending to what appears in our awareness. This way of living 
is not a place at which we arrive, or something we master. It is 
ironic, but those who think they have already acquired this way of 
living are, it turns out, nowhere near living it; they are the last in 
line, at the end of the line. Those who realize they are not living in 
this way are close to doing so and are at the head of the line. 

[Jim Robie, 10-11-18, O.T. 21st after Pentecost, Cycle B, Mark 10:17-31] 


